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Which one would your professor
want you to use? Why?
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Who is the intended audience
for scholarly articles?
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What’s the purpose of a
scholarly article?
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What are the reasons you
might read a scholarly article?
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How to read a scholarly article

0 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3SmOq6gENPM
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Step 1

Don’t panic!
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Tip!: Titles give you clues

0 University students and "the all nighter": correlates

and patterns of students' engagement in a single night
of total sleep deprivation

0 ‘Like the beating of my heart’: A discourse analysis of

Muscovite musicians’ letters during the Russian
Revolution.
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Step 2: Hop Around

 Read the Abstract, then the Conclusion

(Discussion.)

 Then read the Introduction, followed by

other sections as needed.

 Step 3: Make notes on key points as you

read.
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Step 3: Take notes while you read

1. The main purpose of the article is . . .

2. The key question or thesis that the author
is asking is . . .
3. The author’s findings (facts and data that
support the author’s argument) were...
4. The main conclusion/inference in this
article is/are . . .
September, 2014

Let’s practice
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READING AND PARAPHRASING/SUMMARIZING RESEARCH ARTICLES
(Adapted from “Format for reviewing an article” by Dr. Sarah Twill, Wright State University)

Example format to use to summarize and paraphrase a research article:
In (year), (Author’s last names) conducted a study about (topic of research). The participants
were/the setting was (e.gl” San Diego” or “large gift donors”.) The authors found (results or
findings of the research.) The authors concluded that ( conclusion.) These results/findings
are important to other scholars in the field because (reason or reasons why other scholars
could benefit from the findings.)
Using the article supplied in this workshop, please fill out the following:
Author or authors: (hint read the abstract)
___________________________________________________________________________
Topic of research: (hint read the abstract or introduction)
____________________________________________________________________________
Participants/Setting: (hint: read the method/methodology)
___________________________________________________________________________
Findings: (hint: read results section)
__________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusions: (hint: may also be called the discussion section).
___________________________________________________________________________________
Important to other scholars in the field because:
____________________________________________________________________________________
NOW, put the above all together into an annotation:
____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

